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“The Birth” 
	The Bible says that Jesus was born at exactly the right time. “When the set time had fully come, God sent his son, born of a woman . . .” (Galatians 4:4, NIV). “The Word [Jesus] became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:13, NIV). It was the right time cosmically. An event that changed everything in heaven and on earth for all time! 
1. But what was it like for Mary, the mother of baby Jesus? Jim White’s series of talks takes us into the very personal world of Mary. Get into the biblical text we’ll study and imagine yourself in the story as you discuss the questions. Learn what Mary’s experience has to teach you. Look at her circumstances:  Mary and her husband Joseph were desperately poor. We learn this from a passage set shortly after Jesus’ birth. “22When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord’), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: ‘a pair of doves or two young pigeons’” (Luke 2:22-24, NIV). The normal sacrifice would have included a lamb. People too poor to provide a lamb could offer the doves or pigeons. What is it like to bring a baby into poverty? Think of you and your family’s situation. Compare with Mary’s.
2. Adding to the difficulty of their basic poverty, Mary and Joseph were uprooted from home. “1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register” (Luke 2:1-3, NIV). Joseph had to travel back to his family hometown. “So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David” (Luke 2:4, NIV). And he took Mary with him. Had he gone alone, Mary would have endured her pregnancy coming to full term with no husband in evidence. So “he went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child” (Luke 2:5, NIV). The travel was long and hard, the birth wouldn’t be at home among family, but on the road in a strange town. What would your attitude and emotions be in such difficult circumstances?
3. Finally, they reached Bethlehem. Maybe things were looking up? No, not really. “6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2, 6-7, NIV). Mary had to deliver her baby in horrible conditions. There was no bed for mother or child. There was no midwife to help. Mary was desperately alone:  note in v. 7 that “she” (not “they”) wrapped up Jesus and laid him in a manger. The manger was the feeding trough where the animals ate. Picture it for yourself – what is your reaction?
4. Mary and Joseph and Jesus:  no family or friends to help or celebrate. But they do soon have company, just not company anyone would have wanted. 
“8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 
“13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’ 
“15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them” (Luke 2:8-18, NIV).
The Jewish people looked down on shepherds as the lowest of the low, not folks you wanted to be around. Yet an angel announces to them – to them – the good news of the Savior, the Messiah, the Lord! What do you make of it that Jesus was born to poor people and that the first announcement was to poor, despised folks? The name “Jesus” means “the Lord saves.”
5. Caesar Augustus was the Roman emperor of the whole world, considered absolute lord of all and divinely anointed by the gods. Now this child, Jesus, is described as Savior, Messiah, (“anointed one”), and Lord. What is Luke getting at?
6. “But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19, NIV). What an incredible nine months Mary has just lived! “Blessed among women” she certainly was, delivering Jesus into the world. But “blessed” truly does not mean “easy,” does it? We’ve looked at Mary’s circumstances. Jim repeatedly chose “desperate” to describe them. Mary could have handled everything in so many bad ways. Yet she is the calmest person in the whole situation. She didn’t collapse, didn’t go ballistic – “she treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” How do you handle life’s ups and downs? Treasure and ponder, or trash and panic? How do you account for Mary’s remarkable attitude? How can you cultivate the same one?
7. Last week’s talk made clear how much Mary trusted God, and how she made herself absolutely available for serving him. Talk some with each other about the fact that God works everything together for good to those who love him and are called according to his purpose. Do you believe that, and live by it? Discuss, encourage, pray about showing God your love by serving his purpose. And pray for insight to see the Lord at work in your life.
