Putting Today’s Talk Into Action
“The Mother of God” – Week 3 
December 17/18, 2011
“The Sufferer” 
	Mary’s story is one we take up naturally as Christmas approaches. In Jim’s previous two talks we looked at the events leading up to Jesus’ birth, and then at the birth itself. Mother Mary was age 13 to 15. Lots of life lay ahead of her. What is the rest of her story? When was the last time you heard anything about Mary in or out of church? Probably last Christmas. The Bible doesn’t detail her life story, but it does show us some snapshots of incidents of profound meaning – profound for Mary and for us.
1. Read the first Scripture below, Luke 2:25-35. Mary is still a brand new mother. An old prophet named Simeon predicts many glorious things for Jesus, but much opposition also. And the prophecy for Mary personally? “A sword will pierce your very soul” (v. 35b). Jim draws the message title from that verse. What’s the title? See what you think of Mary the Sufferer as we see more of her life.
2. What was the first sword of suffering to pierce Mary’s soul? Our answer comes from silence about Joseph, her husband. We last see Joseph when Jesus was 12 years old. After that scene (Luke 2:41-52), Joseph disappears. What happened? Who assumed responsibility as the man of the house? What do you suppose it was like to be a single-parent mom?
3. The devastating loss of her husband and the daunting challenge of raising a family on her own; too young a widow to receive the type of support an elderly widow would have – think over what you learned of Mary the last two weeks, then discuss how you believe she handled it all. What does she teach you?
4. Psalm 34:17-19 is on point here. Read it. Can you see how it may apply to Mary? How does the psalm affect you?
5. The second sword of suffering? It came not long after Jesus began his public ministry at around age 30. Her son had been earning the family’s livelihood. Now he’s traveling around preaching and healing and becoming a controversialist. Look at Mark 3 below. Why did Mary and the family go to Jesus? What did Jim say was her motive?
6. Now look at how Jesus responded to Mary’s intervention (vv. 32-35). Slap in the face? Explanation? Affection? How would you characterize Jesus’ words and actions?
7. What is it like to want to protect your child, even your adult child, from all harm? What if it’s hard for you to understand what your son or daughter is doing with their life? How do you feel when they very firmly tell you something you don’t want to hear?
8. The third sword hurt Mary worst of all. Jesus died. Not from natural causes. Executed before her eyes. But he made provision for his mother’s care. Read John 19:25-27. What is it like to lose a child to death? And what if the death is execution? Say you have treasured up and pondered in your heart what your child’s life is all about – then this is how it ends. Talk it over with each other.
9. “Asking what has wounded you is asking what is making you.” Many things shape our lives. Painful, wounding experiences have enormous impact on the persons we become. Do you believe that you can choose the sort of person your wounds make you? Does the pain inevitably crush the life out of you, or can you (and God) use the wounds and the hurts to build a stronger you? The final time we see Mary, she’s not alone and she is not crushed. Read Acts 1:12-14. Mary is with the other disciples of her son Jesus, now raised from the dead and ascended to heaven. The revolutionary Jesus movement that will become the church is underway. Mary’s suffering put the choices starkly before her. And she chose . . . life, abundant life following Jesus. Mother became disciple. Is your suffering making you less or more? Are you being destroyed or being discipled?

Luke 2:25-35 (New Living Translation)
The Prophecy of Simeon
25 At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 26 and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,
29 “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised.30 I have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared for all people. 32 He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!”
33 Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, but he will be a joy to many others. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”

Psalm 34:17-19 (The Message)
17 Is anyone crying for help? GOD is listening, ready to rescue you.
18 If your heart is broken, you'll find GOD right there; 
if you're kicked in the gut, he'll help you catch your breath.
19 Disciples so often get into trouble; still, GOD is there every time.

Mark 3:20-21, 31-35 (New International Version)
Jesus Accused by His Family and by Teachers of the Law
20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”
31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” 
33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 
34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 

John 19:25-27 (New International Version)
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

Acts 1:12-14 (New International Version)
Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus... 
