Putting Today’s Talk Into Action
“The Mother of God” – Week 1 
December 3/4, 2011
“The Virgin” 
	God asked a teenager named Mary to become the mother of Jesus. Jim says that Mary was blessed because she said yes to God. “‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May it be to me as you have said.’ Then the angel left her” (Luke 1:38, NIV). Then Jim asked if we could pass what he calls “the Mary test:” become God’s slave and do exactly what God wills. The details of Mary’s story are awesome and absolutely unique, never to be repeated. But “the Mary test,” based on her loving submission to the Lord’s will, applies to each of us. As you approach and prepare for Christmas, taking up the challenge of “the Mary test” can enrich your experience and deepen your devotion to the Christ we celebrate. Trusting and loving God, willingly obeying his will – keep that in mind as your group meets Mary.
1. “In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you’” (Luke 1:26-28, NIV). With these words the Bible introduces us to Mary, who would become the mother of Jesus. The angel’s appearance and greeting troubled Mary. But what Gabriel said next was even more perplexing. “Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end’” (Luke 1:29-33). Now discuss Jim’s comments on these passages. Look at where Mary’s from, what her situation is, how young she is, the reality of an angelic visit, the news of motherhood, the astonishing announcement of who her son would be.
2. When you consider Mary’s response to what the angel tells her, can you identify with her question: “‘How will this be’, Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’”(Luke 1:34, NIV)? Can you imagine stopping with one question? What other questions might you ask in this situation?
3. Well, Gabriel answers Mary’s question. “The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God.’” What do you make of the angel’s explanation, especially the last line, “Nothing is impossible with God”? Would you be reassured, overwhelmed, terrified – How would you feel?
4. What does Mary’s response to Gabriel reveal about her character? “‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May it be to me as you have said.’ Then the angel left her” (Luke 1:38, NIV). Can you see how Mary would have found high favor with the Lord? Why do you think God chose Mary?
5. Do you practice the sort of straightforward obedience Mary expresses? Regularly, occasionally, never? Why?
6. Would you really follow God’s will if you knew what it was? Don’t you already know enough to follow? Is knowledge or obedience the real issue?
7. When Mary goes to see her cousin Elizabeth, they both marvel at what God is doing. And Elizabeth says of Mary, “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” Mary trusted the Lord to accomplish what he promised. Talk with each other about trust. Why would God reveal more of his will to us if we are not doing what he has already shown us?
8. How do you think our degree of trust in God relates to our trustworthiness to him? Can God trust you?
9. Mary has spoken very little amid all the amazing news she has heard. But now listen:
“I’m bursting with God-news;
	I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. 
God took one good look at me, and look what happened—
	I’m the most fortunate woman on earth!
What God has done for me will never be forgotten,
	the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. 
His mercy flows in wave after wave
	on those who are in awe before him” (Luke 1:46-50, Msg)
Her song conveys the joy and gratitude that only the Lord can provide. If you could sing the deepest, truest song in your heart, what would it sound like? 
10. You can’t sing a song like Mary’s unless you lose yourself in wonder and worship and obedience to God. Then you will find yourself and your song. Take some time to encourage one another and to pray that every member of your group will trust and obey and find their song.
