Putting Today’s Talk Into Action
“Great by Choice” – Week 3 
January 21/22, 2012
“The Choice for Integrity” 
1. Has the main message of this series of talks staked its claim in your life yet? What is the main message? Talk it over in your group, commenting on how you are doing with the first two choices: choosing wisdom and choosing sacrifice.
2. Biography speaks to us better than abstractions do. That’s why the Bible makes certain to embed theology and doctrine into the stories of real people in real life situations. We looked at the choices Solomon and Esther made. Today Joseph is our teacher and example. Here’s a man who made a huge impact in his own time, and who down the ages continues to be remembered for the hallmark of his character:  Joseph chose integrity. Have you usually thought of people having integrity or choosing integrity? What is the distinction? What possibilities does the distinction open up in your own life?
3. Joseph was a young Jewish man captured and sold into slavery in Egypt. His competence and character drew the attention of an important official in the pharoah’s government, who installed Joseph as the slave in charge of the man’s household and other slaves. Then a crisis came. “Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, ‘Come to bed with me!’” (Genesis 39:6b-7 NIV). Joseph finds himself face to face with temptation and danger. He has a chance to do something wrong and get away with it. Tell of such a moment in your life (not necessarily sexual temptation, but any strong and dangerous temptation). Focus on the thoughts and feelings that hit you in the moment. Did you feel you had a choice?
4. Joseph’s choice propelled him from slavery to eventual leadership in Egypt. Look at what he did.
“8But he refused. ‘With me in charge,’ he told her, ‘my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?’ 10And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.
“11One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. 12She caught him by his cloak and said, ‘Come to bed with me!’ But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house” (Genesis 39:8-12 NIV).
And look at what he refused to do. In the opening verse, he refuses the woman’s advance. Presumably it was just the two of them present. Their liaison would be secret. Yet character is who you are when nobody’s looking. Do privacy and secrecy make it more difficult for you to choose integrity? Do your private life and public life have anything to do with each other?
5. Think of some very public lives ruined by lack of integrity. Mention a few examples. Focus on what crucial choice these folk blew.
6. The text clues us in on why Joseph chose integrity. He said to the woman, “How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9 NIV). Jim used a phrase we hear often at Meck, “an audience of One,” meaning we make choices and do things for God, not just for ourselves or a broader crowd. Do you believe the Lord is always looking and seeing what you do? If so, or if not, how does that influence you?
7. God honors integrity. He gets involved in making you great when you choose to live with integrity. Chew on this with your group. Does it hold?
8. HOW TO CHOOSE INTEGRITY:
· Not naturally. Integrity is not natural to us. Sin is. Sin is our default mode. Why do you agree or disagree with Jim on this point?
· Not by willpower. Does anyone believe any more that sheer willpower can build integrity into our lives?
· Choose integrity early on. It’s easier then. What if Joseph had flirted or toyed with sin in the form of his master’s wife? Have you ever toyed with sin, then found yourself gobbled up by it?
· Intentionally think of someone else’s feelings. What about the woman’s husband? What about God? Share with the group how (or whether) you consider others when making choices.
· See wicked as actually wicked. See things for what they really are. In other words, know right from wrong. How do you do that? Who or what is your standard?
· Go to God for your decisions on right or wrong. “How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9 NIV). Without doubt, the Bible views all sin as against God, and God as the sole source of truth on right and wrong. Two questions then:  1) Are the stakes even higher, knowing that sin always offends God? 2) Where do you stand on the idea of absolutes versus relativism regarding ethics? Joseph remembered God all the time.
· Remove yourself from the threatening moment. “And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her” (Genesis 39:10 NIV). Joseph didn’t hang around. Can you think of a time when all you had to do was walk away, but you hung around and got into a mess? Removal beats remorse every time.
9. When you choose integrity, God makes a choice about you. He chooses to make you great. He makes you a person remembered for godliness. How do you want to be regarded and remembered? Pray together.
