Putting Today’s Talk Into Action
“Great by Choice” – Week 1 
January 7/8, 2012
“The Choice for Wisdom” 
	The start of a new year is a good time to focus on becoming the best person you can be, considering how to fulfill the potential that God has created in us. This is an issue right up the Bible’s alley, for it has much to say about human potential and greatness. Jim White plans to do five talks on “Great by Choice.”
1. Is greatness really something we can choose? “Are some born to greatness, and others have it thrust upon them?” Where does choice come in?
2. Think about some of the life-altering choices you’ve made. Talk with each other about a few of them. Have you usually felt that you made deliberate choices or just sort of fell into them?
3. Do you agree that our lives are shaped by our choices? If so, the question becomes:  can we make new choices to better our lives? That’s the question we will grapple with in this series of talks. Jim is going to do “case studies” on five biblical people who become great by choice. What do you think:  do our choices lock us irrevocably into concrete, or can we really make new choices and unlock a better future?
4. Solomon is the person for our first case study. He was the king of Israel 3000 years ago. According to the Bible, God came to him and told Solomon to “ask for whatever you want me to give you” (1 Kings 3:5 NIV). Talk about choice – this is choice on steroids! Open-ended, “whatever you want.” If God came to you, to give you anything, what would you ask for? Why?
5. Solomon chose wisdom. That’s what he asked God for. “7Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong” (1 Kings 3:7-9a NIV). Discernment to govern people well and to know what’s right and wrong – what do you think of Solomon’s choice?
6. God was pleased. He said to Solomon, “I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be” (1 Kings 3:12 NIV). Jim says the best question ever is:  “What is the wise thing to do?” The Bible agrees. Look at what the New Testament counsels: “15Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is” (Ephesians 5:15-17 NIV). When we ask what is wise, we avoid deceiving ourselves. Bluntly, we avoid becoming fools. And when we ask what is wise, we make the most of every opportunity. That spares us the regret of blown opportunities. Share with one another an opportunity you made the most of because you did the wise thing.
7. Too often we fail to ask the wise question. Instead we tend to ask, “Is there anything wrong with this?” What’s the difference in the two questions? Do they produce different outcomes in your life?
8. Jim moved to application. Granted that the choice for wisdom is the best choice, how do we actually become wise? What choices can we make now that lead us to wisdom? Jim spoke of five.
· Ask God for wisdom. “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5 NIV). Jim said he prays this way every day. What does the verse say is God’s response? When you need wisdom, who is your first resource? Who is your last resort? Do you ever get them mixed up?
· Become a student of wisdom. Which Bible book is a great source of wisdom, much of it written by Solomon? Look at a few of the pithy pieces of wisdom from this book. Discuss any you like as time permits.
27Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? 28Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet being scorched?  29So is he who sleeps with another man’s wife... (Proverbs 6:27-29 NIV).
Like a gold ring in a pig’s snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion (Proverbs 11:22 NIV).
Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house—too much of you, and he will hate you (Proverbs 25:17 NIV).
· Ask and answer:  what is the wise thing to do? The key thing is to consider more than merely the present moment. Jim urges a larger perspective. Consider your past experience, your current situation, and your future hopes. Share an instance where a snap judgment was disastrous. Then give an example where consideration paid off.
· Act on the wisdom you receive. Look up Matthew 7:24-27 and James 1:22-25. The point is to act on what you learn. Has something good passed you by simply because you didn’t act on what you knew? When you gain some wisdom, then ignore it, what happens? In fact, if you know but don’t do, can you truly be deemed wise at all?
· When you do not know the wise thing, ask a wise person. No disgrace to ask for help! After all, when you “listen to advice and accept instruction, in the end you will be wise” (Proverbs 19:20 NIV). Remember that “the way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice” (Proverbs 12:15 NIV). Mention an area of your life where the proverbs make you say, “ouch!” And what is an area where they move you to say, “ah…relief”?
9. Why not pray for wisdom before your group time ends. Maybe members need wisdom to make the right choice in an important matter now. Perhaps there’s a need for guidance in making the right little choices day by day. Pray for strength to do the wise thing.
