Putting Today’s Talk Into Action
“Great by Choice” – Week 4 
January 28/29, 2012
“The Choice for Courage” 
	Do great people make great choices? Or do great choices make great people? In this series of talks Jim White has been exploring the dynamic connection between greatness and choice. The men and women we are studying in the Bible each possessed some outstanding qualities. But the propelling event which pushed them to greatness involved a particular choice they made. A choice rooted in their character and forged under pressure.
1. Deborah lived over 3000 years ago. It was a dark period for Israel. They were in the land God had promised them, but were afraid of many enemies, completely disorganized and dissipated, except for those periods when God raised a strong leader to guide them along the Lord’s path. All but one of those leaders was male. Deborah is the sole woman. Look at her story from Scripture: 
4Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. 5She held court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites came to her to have their disputes decided. 6She sent for Barak … and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men … and lead the way to Mount Tabor. 7I will lure Sisera … with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands’” (Judges 4:4-7 NIV).
2. Jim says that, in God’s economy, greatness is character. Describe the character portrayed in the verses above. Do you believe that greatness is character? Explain what you mean.
3. Deborah ordered her army general, Barak, to take his troops and position them for battle. She would lure the enemy right into Barak’s hands (vv. 6-7). A woman setting strategy and leading the way! Who ever heard of such a thing in Israel? Deborah chose courage. How do you account for it? 
4. But Barak is a coward. He fears the enemy forces. “Barak said to her, ‘If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t go with me, I won’t go’” (Judges 4:8 NIV). He’ll go only if Deborah goes with him:  he needs his hand held! He has reason to be afraid of 900 iron chariots, the most advanced war machines of that day. Being afraid is natural. But then you face a choice:  give in to fear or show courage. Barak caved. Deborah chose courage again.
9“Very well,” Deborah said, “I will go with you. But because of the way you are going about this, the honor will not be yours, for the Lord will hand Sisera over to a woman.” So Deborah went with Barak … 10Ten thousand men followed him, and Deborah also went with him (Judges 4:9-10 NIV).
Do you feel that courage is not about being unafraid? Read about Jesus confronting a decision for cowardice or courage.
39Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”  41He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.  44And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground (Luke 22:39-44 NIV). 
Put yourself in Jesus’ very human condition, then talk with each other about what it feels like.
5. When both armies were in position, Deborah chose courage yet again, shouting the command to go! “12When they told Sisera that Barak … had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13Sisera gathered together his nine hundred iron chariots and all the men with him … 14Then Deborah said to Barak, ‘Go! This is the day the Lord has given Sisera into your hands. Has not the Lord gone ahead of you?’ So Barak went down Mount Tabor, followed by ten thousand men” (Judges 4:12-14 NIV). Can you see several places in Deborah’s story where fear could have backed her down? Name a few. What pulled Deborah through?
6. Jim described Deborah’s situation this way:  she could stand frozen by fear, or march forward by faith. Fear keeps us from obeying God. Faith bridges the gap between fear and courage. Share with your group a specific area in which, right now, fear is keeping you from obeying God. Name the fear which paralyzes.
7. Now highlight the positive. What is an incident or a practice in which faith has led you to courage.
8. The most frequent command from God to us is, “Fear not!” It’s listed 366 times in the Bible, a daily command for every day of the year. Jim says fear is the number one reason why we don’t obey God. And your group says?
9. Where are you afraid to obey? Might it be fear of financial collapse? Sexual fears? Afraid God won’t protect you if you go out on a limb for him? Fearful of failure? Name your own poisons.
10. Courage takes you toward your fears. Do you believe deep down that God’s hands are the safest place you can be? Safe in a storm, safe in spite of everything? Give an example to support your answer.
11. The pastor notes that for all four men and women we have studied, their foundational choice was between God’s way and their own way. Pray together to let the Lord be the foundation and leader of all your choices. Especially focus on praying for courage. You will have many chances to choose it.
